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there. As there are gradations in the quality and
quantity of good works, so the position of those whfc
enter heaven is graded, as is also the duration of their
stay there. Those who have performed the greatest
number of the best works will remain through a more
lengthened period, and obtain nearer access to the god
who has received them into his abode.

These three forms of heavenly bliss are terminable,
and when the period of enjoyment to which the recipient
is entitled has passed, he must be re-born into the world,
and endure another trial, starting from a higher level
than at the commencement of the previous life. None
of the low-caste people have an immediate hope of
attaining the highest blessedness. This is exclusively
for the Brahmans. The Sudra's hope is that by reason
of his good works he may in due time be born as a
Brahman, and then reach to the summit of bliss attain-
able by mortals. It is a long vista that opens to the
view of these people, as the Sastras teach that thousands
of lives must be spent in rising from the lower to the
higher castes, even by those whose ascent is uninter-
rupted by a single failure.

The highest good is absorption into the Divine Being
from whom the spirit came, and of whom it is $. part-
The common illustration is that of a drop of water
falling into the sea. Though it loses its separate
existence, it does not cease to be. This comes through
knowledge. Good works may raise a man from the lower
stages, and raise him into one of the higher castes, to
whom the sources of .knowledge are available; but
knowledge of. the soul's identity with God is the way
of obtaining the highesUgood. I have seen men who
profess to have realized this identity with the Divine,
and who, at the end of their present life, expect to lose